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By advancing national pride and pro-
moting international goodwill, Gold Star 
Mothers serve as models of grace and 
strength. As we honor their patriotism and 
dedication, we renew our commitment to up-
holding the honorable legacy of their fallen 
children by pursuing a future of security, lib-
erty, and peace. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
115 of June 23, 1936, (49 Stat. 1895 as 
amended), has designated the last Sunday in 
September as ‘‘Gold Star Mother’s Day,’’ and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 29, 
2002, as Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call upon 
all Government officials to display the flag 
of the United States over Government build-
ings on this solemn day. I also encourage the 
American people to display the flag and to 
hold appropriate meetings in their homes, 
places of worship, or other suitable places 
as a public expression of the sympathy and 
respect that our Nation holds for our Gold 
Star Mothers. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand 
two, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 2, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 29, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 3.

Statement on the Death of 
Representative Patsy T. Mink 
September 30, 2002

Laura and I are saddened by the news of 
the passing of Congresswoman Patsy Mink. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family 
and friends. Patsy Mink fought tirelessly for 
the causes she supported, and our Nation is 

grateful to her for her long record of public 
service.

Statement on Signing the Foreign 
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Year 2003

September 30, 2002

I have today signed into law H.R. 1646, 
the ‘‘Foreign Relations Authorization Act, 
Fiscal Year 2003.’’ This Act authorizes appro-
priations, and provides important new au-
thorities, for diplomatic and related activities 
of the U.S. Government. Many provisions in 
the Act will strengthen our ability to advance 
American interests around the globe, includ-
ing nonproliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction, and to meet our international com-
mitments, including those to the United Na-
tions. Regrettably, the Act contains a number 
of provisions that impermissibly interfere 
with the constitutional functions of the presi-
dency in foreign affairs, including provisions 
that purport to establish foreign policy that 
are of significant concern. 

The executive branch shall construe as ad-
visory the provisions of the Act, including 
sections 408, 616, 621, 633, and 1343(b), that 
purport to direct or burden the conduct of 
negotiations by the executive branch with 
foreign governments, international organiza-
tions, or other entities abroad or which pur-
port to direct executive branch officials to 
use the U.S. voice and vote in international 
organizations to achieve specified foreign 
policy objectives. Such provisions, if con-
strued as mandatory rather than advisory, 
would impermissibly interfere with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authorities to conduct 
the Nation’s foreign affairs, participate in 
international negotiations, and supervise the 
unitary executive branch. 

The executive branch shall also construe 
provisions in the Act that mandate submis-
sion of information to the Congress or the 
public, such as sections 204, 215, 603, 613(b), 
615 and 1602, in a manner consistent with 
the President’s constitutional authority to 
withhold information the disclosure of which 
could impair the foreign relations, the na-
tional security, the deliberative processes of 


